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SUBJECT: SALVADORAN-HONDURAN BORDER DISPUTE 

FOREIGN MINISTER MARTINEZ TOLD ME SATURDAY (23 JULY) HE HAD 
BEEN ALMOST FULLY OCCUPIED SINCE TAKING OFFICE WITH HONRUDAN 
PROBLEM. HE HAD A NUMBER OF MEETINGS WITH NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 
MEMBERS WHO WERE RAISING SERIOUS QUESTIONS ABOUT MEDIATION 
AGREEMENT. HE EMPHASIZED SALVADORAN ASSEMBLY WAS A HIGHLY 
INDEPENDENT BODY WHICH WAS CONCERNEDOVER RATIFYING THE 
MEDIATION AGREEMENT UNDER EL SALVADOR'S CONSTITUTIONAL 
PROCESSES WHEREAS RATIFICATION BY HONDURAS WAS BY DE 
FACTO EXECUTIVE WHICH DOES NOT REPRESENT THE WILL OF 
ITS PEOPLE. THUS THE ASSEMBLY MEMBERS QUESTIONED ALSO 
HONDURAS RATIFICATION OF ANY AGREEMENT COMING OUT OF 
MEDIATION. FONMIN SAID HE BELIEVED DIALOGUE WITH 
ASSEMBLY WILL BRING ABOUT BETTER UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN 
ROMERO GOVERNMENT AND THE QTE INDEPENDENT UNQTE 
ASSEMBLY, BUT HE TOLD THE MEMBERS IT WOULD BE CLEAR TO THE 
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PUBLIC WHO WAS HOLDING UP RATIFICATION. MEANWHILE, HE TOLD 
THEM, FORIEGN MINISTRY COULD DEDICATE ITSELF TO TASK 
OF REFINING DOCUMENTATION TO EL SALVADOR S POSITION WHICH 
WAS NOW INADEQUATE. 
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